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Two Hunters’ Legacies

C onservation Force lost two of
its most important and gen-
erous benefactors this Spring.

Prince, through his Foundation, has
funded the World Conservation Force
Bulletin  for eight years.

The Foundation continues to fund
this publication and partner with Con-
servation Force around the world. It is
working closely with Conservation

Force in our joint campaign to save
African lions and lion hunting. Dr.
Philippe Chardonnet is the new Execu-
tive Director and chief scientist. Dr.
Chardonnet oversaw the Survey of the
African Lion, 2002.

The new President of the Prince’s
Foundation is Comte Xavier de

MONTBEL. He was Vice-President.
Bertrand des Clers and I still serve on
the Board. For more about the Foun-
dation see www.wildlifeconservation
.org.  For more about the Prince’s un-
equaled hunting adventures, read
ROYAL QUEST, The Hunting Saga of
H.I.H. Prince Abdorreza Pahlavi of
Iran, just published by Safari Press,
714-894-9080.

The Prince established more than
20 million acres of reserves and parks
in Iran alone. His father was His Impe-
rial Majesty Reza Shah the Great, the
father of modern Iran, which placed the
Prince in the Shah of Iran line. In Royal
Quest the Prince states: “Of all my ac-
complishments, I am proudest of my
efforts to conserve wildlife and its habi-
tat for future generations. Very early
on, I became concerned about my own
country’s wildlife and was in a posi-
tion to assist in the creation of Iran’s
first game laws and its first game de-
partment. I am proud that the game re-
serves I helped create have allowed
Iran’s wildlife to survive a long period
of turmoil. I am proud that because of

H.I.H. Prince Abdorreza died on May
11th, 2004 and Joseph F. Cullman, III
on April 30. The following is about an
extremely important part of their lives
they shared that is their legacy.
H.I.H. Prince Abdorreza of Iran:
Prince Abdorreza had more titles, cred-
its and achievements than we have
space for. He was the Founder and Presi-
dent of the International Foundation
For The Conservation of Wildlife in
Paris, which has been the most success-
ful advocate of conservation through
hunting in the world. (Abbreviated as
“IGF” for International Foundation for
the Conservation of Game as originally
named.) No organization has served
wildlife conservation through hunting
or the international hunting commu-
nity more. For example, it was IGF that
established that hunting trophies of
CITES Appendix I species were “rec-
reational,” not prohibited “commer-
cial” trade at the Second Conference
of the Parties, Conf. Res. 2.11. The
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my concern, the Persian fallow deer,
the cheetah, and other species in Iran
did not become extinct. I also am proud
that my Paris-based foundation (Inter-
national Foundation for the Conserva-
tion of Wildlife) has been able to con-
tribute so much to conservation
projects around the world. Nonhunters
may never understand how I could si-
multaneously be a wildlife protector
and a sport hunter. For hunters, how-
ever, there is no irony in this. Many of
the world’s wild species would not ex-
ist today if hunters had not taken steps
to conserve and protect them…. As
President Theodore Roosevelt said,
‘The encouragement of a proper hunt-
ing spirit, a proper love of sport, in-
stead of being incompatible with a love
of nature and wild things, offers the
best guaranty of their preservation.’ I
am a firm believer in this.”

The Prince began IGF with a per-

Robin Hurt, to form the Cullman and
Hurt Community Wildlife Project and
its Managing Trust to address the wild-
life problems in Tanzania. Some of the
funding for the program comes from a
20 percent surcharge Hurt’s safari cli-
ents contribute to Conservation Force.
Joseph Cullman helped raise other
money in the US for support of the
project and was one of its largest con-
tributors himself. The project has built
more than 26 schools, six medical dis-
pensaries, operates two mobile medi-
cal clinics and operates two fully
trained and equipped mobile anti-
poaching patrols and much more. It is
the foremost program of its kind and
has been for nearly 15 years. It is the
model for all others and yours truly
serves on the Trust Board.

A year has not gone by when Joe
did not contribute substantial sums
personally, or raise large sums from
other sources. Last year, he hosted a
silent art auction at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History in its Ackley
Room. It is a night we will never for-
get. Joe managed to add more than
$300,000 to Conservation Force’s ac-
count for the project that night.

He was a major benefactor of WWF,
the American Museum of Natural His-
tory and Tanzania through Conversa-
tion Force. He wrote that his hunting
and fishing interest in the outdoors led
him to these three conservation efforts
and that “….when I was in school,
Teddy Roosevelt became a great hero
of mine, in part because of his great
dedication to conservation.” Joe
bragged that he was the “first and only
Honorary Trustee of the World Wild-
life Fund....” A picture of him receiv-
ing that award from Katherine Fuller is
in his autobiography where he also
wrote, “In general, licensed hunters
kill only animals that are abundant....
If you had gone to East Africa years
ago, you would soon have learned just
how many species were endangered.
Some of these are thriving today....
Were it not for tourism and hunting,
Tanzania would not have the funds...so
badly needed for development. Robin
Hurt takes tourists and hunters on sa-
faris, and uses part of the money they
bring to Tanzania to help preserve the

“Nonhunters may never
understand how I could
simultaneously be a
wildlife protector and
a sport hunter. For
hunters, however, there
is no irony in this...”

sonal donation, which his OPEC
friends each separately matched. It is
hard to imagine where the hunting
community would be today without his
Foundation. We’ll miss our inspira-
tional friend and supporter.
Joseph F. Cullman, III: Joe Cullman
was the giant of the entire tobacco in-
dustry who created Phillip Morris
Companies, Inc. (Marlboro, Kraft
Foods, Miller Brewery and much more).
He helped start World Wildlife Fund
with his hunting buddy Russell Train,
who became its first US Chairman. Joe
even housed WWF in its early days in
his office building in New York.
Though one of his smallest contribu-
tions, he bragged about being one of
the original 1,000 WWF members who
donated $10,000 each to start WWF.

He went to Africa on safari nearly
every year. In 1990, he joined forces
with the renowned professional hunter,
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wildlife and the habitat so future tour-
ists will want to go there.... We are us-
ing the Cullman and Hurt Community
Wildlife Project as a pilot program,
hoping other conservation organiza-
tions active in Tanzania will expand
the CWP (Cullman Wildlife Project)
idea to other parts of the country.” Con-
servation Force also hopes others fol-
low the model and stands ready to as-
sist all to fulfill Joe’s dream.

This man who had everything
wrote in his autobiography, I’m a Lucky
Guy: “I’m a lucky guy in so many
ways...but more extraordinary than any
of these is...being able to give back to
society and nature so much of the mon-
etary good fortune that has come my
way. It seems to me that the success of
capitalistic, democratic society de-
pends so much on its citizens’ dedica-
tion to philanthropy. It’s a responsibil-
ity that successful American business-

“I’m a lucky guy in so
many ways...but more
extraordinary than any
of these is...being able to
give back to society and
nature so much of the
monetary good fortune
that has come my way.”

men must fulfill with generosity. I sup-
pose that when my obituaries are writ-
ten, they will stress my work at Phillip
Morris, and I have no quarrel with that.
But a person is more than his work. I
consider my efforts at  Conser-
vation...to have been a most important
part of my life.”

These departed friends are two con-
temporary examples of individuals
who have connected with wildlife
through hunting and consequently
were devoted conservationists. Both
quoted and were enamored of hunter-
conservationist, Teddy Roosevelt. The
Prince was the Roosevelt of his own
country of Iran and Joe was one of the
fathers of one of the largest conserva-
tion organizations in the world,  WWF.
Whether non-hunters think it ironic or
not, hunters are the foremost wildlife
conservationists.

Value of Philanthropy
This brings us to an important

point. H.I.H. Prince Abdorreza and Jo-
seph E. Cullman, III, were more than
hunters, admirers of Teddy Roosevelt
and wildlife conservationists. They
were both wildlife philanthropists.
Surely, they contributed their time and
money because they had the necessary
resources, but they really contributed
because it was very important to them.
It was one of the most rewarding as-
pects of their lives. Think about that.
If those with royalty and those with
riches value it above all else, it must
be of real value. Experts such as David
E. Mason state that volunteering and
philanthropy are forms of “expression”
that provide intrinsic reward and ful-
fillment that is a higher order need. It
is a directly gratifying activity for its

own sake, as well as an expression of
the values of the individual giving of
himself and his resources.

It is a dimension of human need all
are not fortunate enough to recognize
to satisfy. People need to express them-
selves and their values as an end in it-
self. Their lives are significantly en-
riched by their philanthropic activi-
ties. Just take a lesson that those who
have had everything they could desire
take the greatest satisfaction from their
nonprofit volunteer and philanthropic
activities. It is one of those un-mea-
surable human needs like love and joy
that make us distinctly human. Devot-
ing yourself to it is one of the greatest
pleasures in life. Both the Prince and
Joe held important wildlife values and
a sense of destiny that they were ex-
pressing that will benefit all hunters
forever.

This year at the conventions many
hundreds of people, literally, came to
Chrissie and I to thank us for Conser-
vation Force and what it is achieving.
The kudos, trust and confidence, and
appreciation were wonderful. Never
have we experienced such exuberant
acceptance and recognition.

Even the Conklin Foundation pre-
sented the first Conklin Conservation
Commendation recognizing:

In response, I found myself trying
to explain that our volunteer devotion
to the cause is its own reward. It is grati-
fying in itself intrinsically to express
and protect our shared values that are
so very important to us and our way of
life. It is a higher order need that we
and the many other volunteers and
partners of Conservation Force are ful-
filling that is its own reward. Our de-
votion to it is a labor of love. We have
been lucky to have the support of the
Prince and Joe who shared the vision.
Their legacy is World Wildlife Fund,
the International Foundation for the
Conservation of Wildlife, Cullman &
Hurt Community Wildlife Project and
Conservation Force.

It is not only what those volunteer
organizations have done, but what they
will continue to do that is important.
Those organizations are legacies.
Those great organizations themselves
continue to express the values of their
founders and supporters. The philan-
thropy of the Prince and Joe gave a
special purpose to and enriched their
lives.

Join with us in keeping and fulfill-
ing their dreams. Please join with Con-
servation Force by volunteering your
time and support for our shared val-
ues. Write: Conservation Force, One
Lakeway Center, 3900 N. Causeway
Blvd., Suite 1045, Metairie, Louisiana
70002-1746. E-mail:  Contributions
are tax deductible. – John J. Jackson,
III.

“John J. Jackson, III and Conservation
Force for their exemplary and out-
standing achievements in the area of
hunter advocacy and worldwide big
game conservation. Without their ef-
forts, hunters would have far fewer ad-
venture opportunities.”
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Conservation Force Sponsor
The Hunting Report  and Conservation
Force would like to thank International
Foundation for the Conservation of Wild-
life (IGF) for generously agreeing to pay
all of the costs associated with the pub-
lishing of this bulletin. IGF was created
by Weatherby Award Winner H.I.H Prince
Abdorreza of Iran  25 years ago. Initially
called The International Foundation for
the Conservation of Game, IGF was al-
ready promoting sustainable use of wild-
life and conservation of biodiversity 15
years before the UN Rio Conference,
which brought these matters to widespread
public at tention.  The foundation has
agreed to sponsor Conservation Force
Bulletin  in order to help international
hunters keep abreast of hunting-related
wildlife news. Conservation Force’s John
J. Jackson, III, is a member of the board
of IGF and Bertrand des Clers, its direc-
tor, is a member of the Board of Directors
of Conservation Force.

International Foundation for the
Conservat ion of  Wi ldl i fe

Argali Appeal Is Scheduled: The
Court of Appeals has scheduled dates
for the Argali case. The briefs are due
in August and September. The final oral
arguments are to be on December 6,
2004 before a three-judge panel.

The Fund for Animals and other
parties that filed the suit are appealing
the trial judge’s dismissal of their
claim. They claimed that the US Fish
& Wildlife Service should have listed
all argali as “endangered” and that,
regardless, trophy import permitting of
“threatened” listed species into the US
should be stopped. We won the case
on the threshold issue that the antis
did not have the “standing” required
by the US Constitution. In legal jar-
gon, the alleged injury was not
“redressable”. In simple terms, the dis-
missal was based primarily on our ar-
gument that the sheep would be worse
off if import permitting was stopped,
i.e., the suit would harm, not improve,
the status of argali. Although it is ob-
vious to hunters that argali conserva-
tion is dependant upon hunting, the
antis expected the denial of trophy
import permits to be treated as a great
benefit.

It is the first suit by the antis
against importation of trophies of
“threatened” species, though the antis
have bullied the USF&WS and sports-
men for more than a decade with no-
tices of intent to file suits on the same
legal theories in the suit.  Conserva-
tion Force took the early lead in the
case by first raising the “standing” is-
sue, then filing the first affidavits sup-
porting the winning theories and fil-
ing the most affidavits on the winning
point to focus the trial judge’s atten-
tion on the untenable “standing” of the
antis. Conservation Force also repre-
sents the greatest array of interest that
have intervened including the Foun-
dation for North American Wild Sheep,
Grand Slam/Ovis, the country of
Mongolia and a number of prominent
sheep hunters. The antis’ first brief is
due on August 3, 2004. We’ll have to
wait until then to see what surprises
they have for us.

America’s Abundant Game Poster:
Conservation Force has improved the
“UN-ENDANGERED SPECIES” poster
once again. The colored poster has
been completely restyled and re-cap-
tioned to provide a greater pictorial
display than ever conveyed in any
poster. It has been renamed America’s
Abundant Game. Across the top is the

statement that Hunters are America’s
Leading Conservationist.… Across the
bottom, it ends with Hunters and An-
glers contribute more for ALL wildlife
conservation than all others com-
bined.

Moose have been added to the new
poster’s list of successfully managed

species. There were only 14,000 in
1937, but there are an estimated 1.2
million today. The North American
Moose Foundation certified to the fig-
ures and is cited in the poster.

It displays the missions of seven of
America’s leading hunters’ conserva-
tion organizations, their logos and web
addresses. These species-specific orga-
nizations certify to the animal numbers.
Those organizations share in the suc-
cess stories displayed. The logos and
mission statements dramatically im-
press the viewer that for a fact hunters
are the responsible stewards of
America’s wildlife. The organizations
listed are: The Foundation for North
American Wild Sheep (that puts sheep
back on the mountain); The North
American Pronghorn Foundation;
North American Moose Foundation (a
recent newcomer); Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation; National Wild Turkey
Federation; Quality Deer Management
Association; and Ducks Unlimited.
Their conservation achievements are
beyond denial. Conservation Force is
indebted to each for their cooperation
in the creation of the poster and for all
they have done for our wildlife and
wild places.

The eight species displayed are the
North American Wild Sheep (10,000,
previously  - 230,000, now), Black Bear
(unknown - 1 million), Pronghorn An-
telope (15,000 - 1 million), North
American Moose (14,000 - 1.2 mil-
lion), Rocky Mountain Elk (41,000 -
1.2 million), Wild Turkey (30,000 - 6.4
million), Whitetail Deer (500,000 - 36
million) and Waterfowl (55 million -
105 million). A color photograph of
each animal is displayed with facts
about each.

Never has there been such a com-
prehensive representation of the
unique role of hunters in America’s
wildlife conservation in one documen-
tary poster. The 24-inch by 16-inch
multi-colored posters are available
from Conservation Force at the cost of
$3 each, plus postage. That is our cost,
which we must recoup to produce
more.

Briefly Noted


